

 
 
 
 Parental Relocation Law

Tennessee Code Annotated § 36-6-108(d)(1), which provides:

(d)(1) If the parents are not actually spending substantially equal intervals of time with 
the child and the parent spending the greater amount of time with the child proposes to 
relocate with the child, the other parent may, within thirty (30) days of receipt of the 
notice, file a petition in opposition to removal of the child. The other parent may not 
attempt to relocate with the child unless expressly authorized to do so by the court 
pursuant to a change of custody or primary custodial responsibility. The parent spending 
the greater amount of time with the child shall be permitted to relocate with the child 
unless the court finds:

(A) The relocation does not have a reasonable purpose;

(B) The relocation would pose a threat of specific and serious harm to the child that 
outweighs the threat of harm to the child of a change of custody; or

(C) The parentʼs motive for relocating with the child is vindictive in that it is intended to 
defeat or deter visitation rights of the non-custodial parent or the parent spending less 
time with the child.




